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An internationally acclaimed documentary on extreme sports has finally hit the big screen on general release in the
place that inspired its making – Waikato.

Last Paradise, which has won critical acclaim in the United States, last night screened at the Lido cinema in Hamilton.

The eco-adventure was filmed in New Zealand and Australia and tells the story of six people who live out their
childhood dreams, one of them bungee guru AJ Hackett.

It features footage filmed 45 years ago when extreme sports such as surfing, kite surfing and snowboarding were still
in their infancy.

Director Clive Neeson was back in Raglan yesterday, the town which inspired him to take to the road in search of
other yet-to-be-discovered gems.

"It's the big thing I've been looking forward to – showing [the film] to the locals," he said, before taking to the water for
a surf at Whale Bay.

"This is a story that which had its beginnings in your backyard."

Mr Neeson moved to Raglan, from Tanzania, as a young boy and soon got hooked on surfing.

As the son of two cinematographers, it wasn't long before he too picked up a video camera.

A chance meeting with Mickey Dora, a surfing legend from the 1950s and 60s, soon saw him travelling to some of the
world's then-undiscovered paradises.

"He inspired me to find paradise," Mr Neeson said. "These were places no-one ever knew of.

"He said `record it now, because it's all going to change'."

Another inspiration for the film was emeritus professor Bruce Liley, the founder of Waikato University's physics
department at the newly established School of Science.

It was Prof Liley's legacy as a world accomplished physicist which set Mr Neeson on a life-long quest for science and
armed, always, with a cine camera.

Mr Neeson became a student of Prof Liley for six years and then explored many parts of the world with New Zealand's
extreme sports pioneers, long before they became popular.

Last Paradise is screening at the Lido and Victoria cinemas. It was shown at the Raglan Film Festival last October.

- Waikato Times

http://www.stuff.co.nz/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/waikato-times/news

